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According to available research results, the role of the media is significant regarding the 
social attitudes on gender-based violence, including victim blaming and stereotypes. 
Therefore,inappropriate media representation of gender based violence might even have an 
impact on the reporting rates of gender-based violence, as female victims may rather not 
report violent crimes to the authorities, in order to avoid secondary victimization and 
stigmatization.  
 
Moreover, there is a significant difference regarding the coverage of gender-based crimes 
according to the ethnicity and class of the victims and perpetrators. “White” middle-class 
victims attract much more attention by the media, especially when the (suspected) perpetrator 
is a socially marginalized and has a minority background – which might increase the already 
existing social tensions between the minority and the majority society. At the same time, 
violence against minority women (e.g. Roma women in a European context) and lower class 
women may remain invisible, muted or misrepresented in the mainstream media, which might 
prevent victims to seek help.  
 
In order to sensitise journalists and editors regarding the ethics of representation of gender-
based violence in general, and also of gender-based violence against Roma women, Roma and 
pro-Roma activist should coordinate their actions. 
 
In the Hungarian context, a positive example for cooperation between Roma and non-Roma 
activists was a silent vigil in July 2012 for a crime victim, a 25-year-old non-Roma woman (a 
psychologist, working for the Pécs Police Headquarters) who went missing for a couple of 
days, then it turned out that she has been rape-murdered by a young Roma men. The event – 
the vigil in Budapest – was aimed to raise awareness on the risks of misrepresentation of the 
case by the media (and by public discourse). 
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Is education a tool of empowerment for Roma? This question is widely discussed among 
policy makers and academics alike. The current paper is an inquiry into the Roma identity 
formation through their experience in the state school system. I examine how schools, 
including disciplinary practices, content of textbooks, and various interactions in classrooms 
and outside, shape and  reinforce the position of Roma community in the broader society. This 
paper demonstrates preliminary findings from the Russian case study, part of a year-long 
fieldwork in Russia and Hungary. 
 
The study relies on qualitative analysis and participant observation. Furthermore, it is 
embedded in the nation- and state-building literature in order to unpack how the formation of 
nationhood excluded certain groups like the Roma, how those were represented and imagined 
by the state, and what role mandatory education practices played in this process. Identity- and 
nation-formation must be examined in the broad historical context to trace back how ethnic 
communities evolved and how they were transformed, amalgamated, or revived over time. 
This study is an example of such “inquiry into the state of cultural identity” of a given 
community—that of Roma/Gypsies—its evolution over time, and the forces that shaped their 
relationship with the state and society at large.  
 
The paper, overall, has 3 major components: 1) a historical examination of Roma minority in 
Russia, including a unique analysis of textbooks published in the 1930s; 2) a preliminary 
analysis of recent fieldwork findings, which consisted partly of participant observation in a 
rural Russian school and a nearby Kalderash Roma tabor; 3) a critical analysis of the role of 
Roma women as guardians of conservative traditions and as agents of change. 
 
The historical analysis reveals that in Russia school textbooks, which were published in 
Romani in the 1930s, clearly represented Roma people, without distinguishing various groups 
within the Roma population, as a group holding on to backwards traditions which prevent 
their progress (towards Socialism at the time). I argue that Roma were and remain the “other,” 
and schools are “the most important socializing institution” while the compulsory nature of 
education  is important to “overcome considerable resistance” especially in remote areas of 
Russia. In the second section I document how Roma children and parents cooperate and resist 
the “normalizing” practices of the school. Finally, I look at the crucial role of women in the 
process of adapting and adjusting their traditions to the requirements set up by the school and 
society.  
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Many Roma are jobless; live in illegal, unstable and unhealthy housing conditions; have 
children in segregated schools that provide low-quality education; at times lack basic 
identification and citizenship documents; and are subject to discrimination, hatred that is 
politically legitimized and even promoted, and incidents of deadly violence.  Roma still lack 
substantive means to exercise political influence and to insist that governments keep their 
promises and commitments. This limits their ability to exert control over the social and 
economic environment.  
 
The political representation of Roma in parliaments and in high government positions, does 
not reflect the potential of Roma communities, many Roma-related public positions carry an 
advisory or service provision function and lack the power to influence decisions over the 
distribution and management of resources. Voter participation, the minimum act of citizenship 
in a democracy, does not empower Roma to elect representatives and hold them accountable. 
The overreliance on the traditional advocacy methods of meetings, generalized report writing, 
recommendations and conferences has also proven insufficient to influence key decision-
makers regarding the distribution and management of resources for Roma integration.  
 
Currently there is a lack of renewed vision, weakened civic activism, brain drain and little or 
no public recognition of the critical voices of Roma. The question of leadership in Roma 
organizations is particularly critical. Despite all the hardships that Roma face, never before 
has there been a larger Roma middle class including university graduates, public intellectuals, 
journalists, writers, artists, lawyers, politicians, civil servants, doctors and teachers. In many 
localities, regions and countries Roma present a potential voting and labour force that could 
be a “game changer.”  
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In 8 years I travelled in over 100 Roma communities but could not identify a case of what 
we/I call empowerment. For the workshop I selected 3 concrete cases, in 3 localities from 
Calarasi County. The 3 case studies propose a deep reflection of the Roma situation at local 
level. For each community I will explore 4 selected elements of  empowerment: community 
development, education, economics, and social movements. A comparison amongst the three 
localities is required in order to identify the major differences and similarities.   
 
The main discussion remains: what is Roma empowerment and how it can be achieved?  
Based on the interviews and observations, I will discuss:  
(1) The quality of the co-habitation;  
(2) The Roma on the public agenda: how the Roma needs and problems are negotiated;  
(3) Forms of political expression;  
(4) Employment and discrimination;  
(5) An overview of power at local level: who holds it and how it’s working?;   
 
Homogeneity vs. heterogeneity  
Here I will not describe every group in terms of culture, traditions etc., in order to convince 
the audience towards a homogenic approach or heterogenic one. Here I will present my direct 
fieldwork experiences with different Roma groups. Consequently, I will share the noted 
differences of the current socio-economic status amongst these groups.   
 
Vision of Roma Inclusion in ‘aporetic’ state‘ 
The comprehensive vision’ of Roma inclusion as an aporetic state (philosophic concept 
referring to puzzlement, perplexity). Here I will refer to the construction of the vision of the 
Roma inclusion by different social/ public policies. Involving 2 types of actors: decision 
makers and Roma inclusion workers.   
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The Roma community from Cluj Napoca who is living out of the city and very near to the 
landfill site is called Pata Rat.Pata Rat is located at 1,5 km from the last neighbourhood 
Someseni in Cluj Napoca. Solid waste landfill from Cluj Napoca, Pata Rat has functioned 
since 1975 until today. However, it was said several times that the landfill site will be closed 
as far back as 1988!The settlement  is not authorized by environmental authorities for the 
health and water management institutions. 
 
The landfill causes several problems but the most tragic problem is that there are on this site 
more than 2000 people and nobody has a clear overview on the social, education or medical 
situation of the people who live very near to the landfill.Moreover, on the 17th December 
2011 the mayor of the city evacuated more than 65 families from  another neighbourhood 
Someseni in Pata Rat and put them to live in same modular houses, which are too small for 
the family who are composed of 5-7 members and also they are living in pollution and away 
from the school for the children and away from the parents jobs, but this is not a problem for 
the authorities it seems. 
 
The main point is that nobody cares for these people, there are many of them without ID, 
children with not education and the economic situation it is very difficult. It has been planned 
for long time to close the landfill site and to build an ecologically safe location, but still today 
the situation is unchanged. We know also that the people from Pata Rat are surviving because 
they are recycling the waste.And another question is where the Roma people will go when the 
landfill will be closed?How they will survive? 
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Nowadays the sense of awareness, solidarity and identity of the virtual communities promotes 
considerable empowerment due to the process of on-line communication. This is more so, in 
the case of Roma communities dispersed around the world, to whom the web allows, on the 
one hand, to surpass their geographic separation and on the other, to mobilize and form 
themselves culturally, socially and politically.  
 
The digital space of Romani communities contains a significant number of personal and 
organizational web sites, digital media, social electronic platforms and list servers. Thus, it 
reproduces an elaborated system of community’s social, cultural, and political organizations, 
all of which are united around the idea of common origin and present lives, shared cultural 
heritage and mutual goals. Emphasizing of various aspects of Roma life accompany the 
process of forming of the Romani ethnic image.  
 
The World Wide Web is offering a variety of services, such as: formats for presentations, 
software for processing communications, collecting and spreading of information, forms for 
subscribing to membership and for contributions, programs to facilitate discussions and apply 
leadership functions. A Virtual Roma community is brought into play while being indicative 
of the need to create cultural and social alliances, which would promote a sense of Romani 
identity and unity in the wake of many geopolitical challenges. 
 
Digital networks represent the part of political force that shapes the development of the 
emerging Romani elite. They help intellectuals to be timely informed about new challenges, 
opportunities, contacts and events. The variety of virtual platforms, representing various 
views on this world and universe, indeed helps to create the strata of Roma population able to 
think at more advanced intellectual level. In all the cases, Internet serves as a tool for Roma 
ethnic mobilization and empowerment. 
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The Federation of Roma Women Associations KAMIRA is a non-profit non-governmental 
organization founded in 1999 in Spain. Its main goal is to achieve full equality of Roma 
women through their empowerment. In order to achieve this purpose we support women 
associations’ activities, advocacy, awareness campaigns, human rights violations complaints, 
training and research. Currently KAMIRA  has 22 federated associations all around the 
country.  
 
According to a definition, to empower means “make someone stronger and more confident, 
especially in controlling their life and claiming their rights “It enables the individual to 
possess required skills and tools to exert control over his/her own life. Empowerment in home 
economics is explicitly regarded as a mechanism for bringing about fundamental social 
change. We must consider this concept in contrast with two paradigms: first, people perceive 
themselves as too powerless to change social order; two, people perceive themselves and 
others as products of society and as cogs in a giant machine. Power to the cogs must been 
given, so that people work actively together for the common good.  
 
The aim of this paper is to consider and reflect what we have been doing as Federation  in 
relation to the empowerment topic, as well as what our federated associations, Roma NGOs 
and other actors have done. Through this reflection we could consider what we must maintain 
as a strategy, what aspects could be improved, and which ones should disappear.  
We may highlight the powerful role that NGOs have played to achieve all these goals, not 
only nationally but particularly at European level.  
 
We firmly believe in networking and strategic coordination, both in the investigation and 
analysis phase, and in the execution and implementation one. We believe and support 
Women’s empowerment and Roma empowerment in particular, not only to achieve women’s 
interests, but also and overall to achieve the whole community ones. Women are natural 
mediators and powerful generators of change. 
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Goal 
To support equal access to the social services for Roma, to form active participation in 
decision making process, to establish a base for community development and effective 
interaction with public institutions, to achieve community sustainability by introducing social 
mediators’ services for Roma segregated settlements. 
 
Objectives 
-to ensure equal access to the medical services, legal aid and education through development 
and monitoring of the approved National Strategy for Roma protection and integration 2020 
- to develop Roma youth leadership involving them in Roma NGO activity 
- raise public awareness on Roma rights, encouraging to the partnership with non Roma NGO 
- to introduce and advocate for Roma school mediators model to be supported by State on 
regional and national levels 
- to empower Roma people with legal instruments for problems solving to protect housing and 
land rights 
- to tackle with discriminatory practice of law enforcement and public authority by strategic 
litigation and Roma rights monitoring and reporting 
- to support a national census for Roma aimed to mobilize the community and increase self-
identification  to develop public policy for Roma through national strategy establishment and 
action plan discussion, advocate for Ukraine to joint Roma international initiatives. 
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In contemporary society the technological progress brings a series of transformations of the 
classical concepts of democracy, governance, administration, and consequently, of those of 
citizens or citizenship. In the last decades, concepts like e-governance, e-administration, e-
democracy have penetrated the common language and practice. Empirically, such concepts 
cannot function independently, but associated to the associated concept of e-citizenship. The 
association of such concepts in a new paradigm seeks a reinterpretation, in the sense of adding 
a new technological dimension and taking into account the report to the facilities offered by 
the Information Society, the access of more and more people to the benefits of the electronic 
Communication and Information Technology in a globalized world.  
 
In the last decade, among the policies of the European Union, there are more frequent 
solutions that put the Communication and Information Technology in the service of the 
citizens. The so-called Digital Agenda for Europe tries to make more effective the citizen-
public authority’s interaction or to facilitate the participation and access to the public services. 
The Digital Agenda for Europe, as public policies framework is highly linked with the Plan of 
Action for e-Governance, stipulating that the Member States should adopt a joint list of cross-
border public services and to implement cross-border e-governance inter-connected services. 
According to the EU statistics, 41% of the European citizens and 84% of the public services 
are, in average, entirely available online in Europe.  
 
Despite of the technological progress and development of the public services for the benefit of 
the citizens, at the European level there is and will continue to exist an important segment of 
population excluded, poor, with low accessibility and capability, less empowered, which will 
lead, predictably to a deeper  state of marginalization and low participation in the public life, 
or to access the resources of the citizenship. In a short assessment, none of those policies take 
into account the accessibility and capability of the citizens, which are crucial to benefit from 
the citizenship’s resources. From this perspective, the present paper proposes to explore a 
possible paradigm of e-Citizenship, as well as its applicability in facilitating the access to the 
resources of the citizenship, through the public services, to the vulnerable groups, especially 
the Roma minority. 


